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Recently, we have been devastated by the
coronavirus-2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
Globally, there is a huge fight against coro-
navirus led by medical staff on the frontlines.
Most healthcare providers are dedicated to
battling this devastating disease and as a
result are away from their families and loved
ones. Nearly 3000 healthcare workers are
already infected and some are returning to
the frontlines again after recovery. However,
we have lost some of our brave warriors
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and colleagues during this fight. Despite
the terrifying news from different regions
of the world, we see the amazing resilience
and dedication from numerous colleagues
and stand proud about so many health-
care workers that never hesitated in these
terrible days. This has also been true for
the gynecological oncology community, as
clinical care still remains vibrant throughout
the world. One group that deserves extra
recognition are the countless physicians
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Figure 1 Prof Dr Ali Ayhan during the COVID-19 pandemic.

who at the end of their career, some even
returning from retirement, have answered
the call and remained true to their oath to
help alleviate pain and suffering and have
joined the fight against COVID-19.

In this segment, we would like to recog-
nize giants in our field such as Dr.Ali Ayhan
(Figure 1). He is among well-known leaders
from Turkey who has still maintained his
daily clinical activities for his patients during
the pandemic, despite being considered at
high risk of infection from COVID-19, due
to his advanced age. Dr Ali Ayhan is the
founder of modern gynecologic oncology
in Turkey. He has introduced not only new
surgical techniques but also the principles
of multi-disciplinary tumor boards, as well
as participating in national and international
meetings in the country. He pioneered the
establishment of the Turkish Society of
Gynecologic Oncology in 1989 and has
worked with the European Society of Gyne-
cological Oncology (ESGO) council for many
years. He also has had a leadership role in
the establishment of the European Network
of Young Gynecological Oncologists (ENYGO)
and the ESGO textbook.

During the start of the pandemic, many
doctors decreased the volume of their clin-
ical practice, not only for the safety of the
patients but also for their personal safety.
The COVID-19 outbreak was detected in
Turkey in early March 2020, and just like
in the rest of the world, it has changed our
lives and the lives of our families. This was
especially relevant in the elderly. However,
Dr Ali Ayhan never stopped his clinical
services since the first day of the pandemic.
This has motivated the entire community
of gynecologic oncologists, particularly our
young colleagues, to bond much closer
together. His endless energy has been the
main driver of the encouragement of all
against the pandemic. He adapted to the
current situation even at the age of 80 and
continues training and education by webi-
nars and virtual lectures, and telemedicine
with his patients. Avoiding unnecessary
examinations and surgeries for elective
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cases is the top priority for all of us, but
meanwhile with the necessary COVID-19
preventive measures we should also main-
tain appropriate clinical care for our patients
who are in dire need of their doctors.

Dr Ali Ayhan, is just one example from
the world of gynecological oncology who
exemplifies defiance against adversity. We
are certain that there are countless others
in our community who have never given up
and continue to provide the much needed
clinical care for their patients. This article,
in recognition of Dr Ali Ayhan, is dedicated
to the ones whom we have lost during this
battle, for the ones who are still keeping
the communities tightly bound to each
other and fight against the pandemic on the
frontlines. We are sure that the world will
win this war. We are sure that gynecological
cancer patients will also continue to fight

against cancer, as long as we have such
volunteers and workers in our community
with such boundless energy .

The knight's life belongs to those who
need him, not himself!!
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